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Monomoy Regional School Committee 
Meeting Minutes: February 12, 2019 

Monomoy Regional High School 
75 Oak Street, Harwich, MA 02645 

 
Members Present: Donna Richardson, Chairperson; Nancy Scott; Sharon Stout; Jackie Zibrat-
Long; Terry Russell; Jo-anne Sheehan; Tina Games and Joseph Auciello. 
 
Administrators present: Scott Carpenter, Superintendent; Katie Isernio; Marc Smith; Melissa 
Maguire; Jim Birchfield; Mary Oldach; Sharon Hughes; Robin Millen; Mark Wilson and Bill 
Burkhead. 

 
A. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7.02pm 
 
B.  Approval of Minutes:   Motion: Nancy Scott moved to approve the January 31, 2019 
meeting minutes, seconded by Jo-anne Sheehan.  UNANIMOUS 
 
C. Public Comment 

Harwich resident Richard Waystack addressed the Chair asking why the school committee 
meeting had not been canceled due to bad weather. He asked if she would open the agenda 
item Elementary Science and Elementary Spanish for public discussion. Chair Richardson agreed 
that she would for tonight's meeting and also stated that Elementary Spanish and Elementary 
Spanish would be on the school committee agenda for February 28, 2019.  
 
Harwich resident Janelle Brown commented that several families have not received the survey 
regarding Spanish in elementary schools. 
 

D. Recognitions:   

The following people and organization were thanked and recognized for their support of the 

MRSD:  

1. The Art of Charity for their grant of $854.90 for transportation costs to ‘Stand up to Stand out’ in Lexington, MA.  
2. The Stage Harbor Yacht Sailing School for their donation of 3 Vanguard 420 boats, worth approximately $8,000.   
3. Shaw's Supermarket donated five cases of water for the MRHS perfect attendance celebration. 
4.  Thanks to the CapeCod5 for a Mini Grant, in the amount of $200.00, to Beth Connors at HES. 
5.  The Harwich Cultural Council for their grant in the amount of $650 to support the ‘Only one You’ initiative at HES. 

6.  The CPC unanimously voted to approve the CES playground grant for $295,000.00. 
7. The Chatham Bars Inn, for the use of the Monomoy Room for the Heroes Luncheon;  The Cape Sea Grille, The Chatham 
Squire, JoMama’s NY Bagels, Pain D’Avignon, and the Red Nun for the food for the event;  The Chatham Friends of Trees and 
The Art of Charity Foundation of Chatham who covered the cost of the field trip.  
8. Dr. Carpenter recognized Benjamin Toby Nickerson, a long-serving Masonic Angel Fund contact for Chatham Elementary 
School and Monomoy Regional Middle School, who passed away on January 24, 2019.   
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E. Reports and Discussions 
 
1. Unit A (teachers) contract – Nancy Scott stated that the MREA Unit A teachers met earlier in 
the afternoon to vote to approve the contract.  As that voted has passed, Ms. Scott moved to 
approve the MREA Unit A contract, seconded by Jo-anne Sheehan.   
UNANIMOUS, with Sharon Stout abstaining from the vote due to a potential conflict of interest.  
 
2. Elementary Spanish and Elementary Science 
Marc Smith, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment started his presentation by 
sharing the results from the survey that had been sent out to Harwich and Chatham Elementary 
School parents.   1097 survey emails were sent with a total of 223 respondents.  As of today, of 
those 223 respondents, 44% expressed an interest in moving towards STEM.  56% expressed an 
interest in staying with Spanish at the Elementary level.  Mr. Smith continued by stating that 
the driving factors behind the shift  are the evaluation of the overall structure of the foreign 
language programs at Monomoy from K to 12,  the evaluation of science content instruction at 
the elementary level and lastly, to keep in line with the strategic planning objectives.   
According to data by the American Council of Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) our 
students are not receiving enough instruction K-7 to achieve ‘novice’ status.   
The shift from Spanish towards science is due to the fact that we are not hitting the states 
recommended proficiency levels for Science and we have to meet the expectations for STE 
standards.   There is so much no such State standard to be met for Spanish.  It's not a simple 
swap of replacing 45 minutes of Spanish instruction for 45 minutes of science.  The District is 
promoting an integrated STEM approach that will include: incorporating science, technology, 
engineering and math; co-planning - by sharing practice standards and integrity content 
expertise; experiential learning and Curriculum Design that supports classroom integration- 
supported by content expertise in the building.   The integrated STEM approach suggests a first 
step of 157 minutes per week of stem is 2.6 hours per week over 36 weeks that is 94.2 hours 
per year which results in 471 hours of STEM grades K - 4.  This is in line with the Strategic Plan 
action step 2-b: Conduct a comprehensive review/revision of the PreK-12 Science, Technology 
and Engineering curriculum to expand opportunities at the elementary level, align Computer 
Science expectations PreK-12, and develop Engineering pathways for graduation. 
 
Jane Sullivan stated she had collected 200 signatures to keep the Spanish program in the 
Elementary schools and suggested they should make every effort to keep both. 
  
Janelle Brown, Harwich resident, addressed the committee stating that her daughter felt she 
was a high proficient level in the Spanish language.  She suggested that perhaps the teachers 
don't have the tools necessary and that we should focus more on teaching the teachers. 
  
Harwich resident Richard Waystack addressed the committee pointing out that the Strategic 
Plan states that we want to be integrating the community in decision making and people are 
passionate about keeping Spanish at the elementary schools. 
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3. MOA: Cranberry Valley & MRHS Field Maintenance 
Dr. Carpenter presented the MRHS Landscaping Budget proposal from Cranberry Valley for 
landscaping and field maintenance at the MRHS.  The new 3-year agreement will commence 
July 1, 2019 and expires June 30, 2022.  The proposal does not reflect an increase to supplies 
and expenses but does reflect a 2% cost of living increase for labor.   
Motion: Jackie Zibrat-Long moved to approve the Intermunicipal Agreement between the Town 
of Harwich / Cranberry Valley and the Monomoy Regional School District, seconded by Nancy 
Scott. UNANIMOUS 
 
4. Trane Contract Extension 
Katie Isernio, Business Manager, presented information related to a contract extension for 
Trane, the vendor who maintains rooftop units at MRHS.  Ms. Isernio asked for an extension of 
one year to the 2-year contract proposal.   
Motion: Sharon Stout moved to approve the 1-year contract extension, seconded by Jo-anne 
Sheehan.  UNANIMOUS 
 
5.  Approval of establishment of new Student Activities accounts 
Katie Isernio, Business Manager, asked the committee for their approval of the establishment 
of new student activities accounts; The Writer’s Retreat at the MRMS, National Chinese Honor 
Society at the MRHS and a ‘Class of’ account for each new incoming 8th grade class, going 
forward.    
Motion:  Jackie Zibrat-Long moved to approve the establishment of the student activities 
accounts, seconded by Nancy Scott.  UNANIMOUS 
 
F.  Subcommittee Reports – None 
 
G.  Superintendent’s Report 
The Superintendent addressed the issue of the survey that had gone out to families regarding 
Science vs. Spanish at the Elementary school level.  Strong responses had been received 
supporting both proposals.  The results will be made available once information that could 
potentially identify students is redacted.  
 
Dr. Carpenter also stated that at both the Harwich and Chatham Board of Selectmen meetings 
last night, the amended Regional Agreement was presented for their approval.  Section IX, 
Article D -2 still contained language related to redistricting that should have been removed 
from the proposed amended agreement.  As this meeting occurred within the last 24 hrs and 
we are faced with the deadline of getting it on the Board of Selectmen agenda for approval to 
make Town warrants for both Harwich and Chatham, Dr. Carpenter suggested a vote to 
approve the updated language to read from:  

2. Debt service costs attributable to the District's elementary schools will be assessed to the  

member town that owns the buildings provided that if the Regional District School Committee reconfigures its 
elementary schools such that students are no longer assigned based on their town of residence, e.g., students are 
assigned based on districting; the District creates an "upper" and "lower" elementary school, debt service costs 
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shall be assessed upon the mechanism described in paragraph E below which-utilizes the most recent three years 
enrollment figures. 

 
to:  

2. Debt service costs attributable to the District's elementary schools will be assessed to the  
member town that owns the building. 

 
Nancy Scott stated that in the case of an emergency, she felt it was right to move on the matter 
as this was brought to our attention less than 24 hours ago. 
 
Motion: Nancy Scott moved to approve the revised language as presented tonight in the 
amended regional agreement, seconded by Jackie Zibrat-Long.   
UNANIMOUS, with Sharon Stout abstaining from the vote.   
 
H. Action Items 
1. Trane Contract Extension        UNANIMOUS 
2. Approval of establishment of Student Activities accounts    UNANIMOUS 
 
I. Adjournment  
At 9.16pm Nancy Scott moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Jo-anne Sheehan.  
UNANIMOUS. 
 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Leah Tambolleo 
Recording Secretary 

 
 
 

Documents used at meeting and available for review 
Agenda for 2/12/19 

Meeting Minutes from 1/31/19 
Trane Contract Extension proposal 

Intermunicipal Agreement between the MRSD and TOH /Cranberry Valley 
Elementary Spanish and Elementary Science presentation 

Unit A MOA  
 
 

 


